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Fact Sheet: Homelessness in California1 
 

 
 
Total Homeless People on a Single Night in January 2020: 

 California had 161,548 homeless people, which accounted for 28% of the nation’s homeless population. 
California also had the highest rate of unsheltered people at 70.4% (113,660 were unsheltered). 

 More than half of all unsheltered people in the country were in California (51%). 

 California had the largest increase in homelessness from 2019-2020, which amounted to 10,270 more people 
(a 6.8% increase).  It also had the second largest increase from 2007-2020 (28,670 people or a 45.8% 
increase). 

 

 
 

Total Homeless Individuals on a Single Night in January 2020: 

 California had 135,771 homeless individuals, which accounted for 34% of the nation’s population and 52% of 
all unsheltered individuals. California had the highest rate of unsheltered homeless individuals at 79.2% 
(107,525 were unsheltered). 

 California experienced the largest increase in homeless individuals from 2018-2019, which was 6,994 (a 5.4% 
increase).  It also experienced the highest increase from 2007-2020 (24,819 people or a 22.4% increase).  

                                                           
1 2020 Annual Homeless Assessment Report to Congress. U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. January 2021. 

https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sites/default/files/pdf/2020-AHAR-Part-1.pdf 

https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sites/default/files/pdf/2020-AHAR-Part-1.pdf
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Total Homeless Families with Children on a Single Night in January 2020:  

 California had 25,777 families with children experiencing homelessness, which accounts for 15% of the 
nation’s homeless family population.  

 California experienced the largest increase in homeless families from 2018-2019, which was 3,276 people (a 
14.6% increase). 

 
 

 
 
Total Homeless Unaccompanied Children and Youth on a Single Night in January 2020:  

 California reported the largest numbers of unaccompanied homeless children and youth, at 12,172 people, 
accounting for 36% of the national population.  California had the highest rate of unsheltered homeless 
children at 78.1% (9,510 were unsheltered). 

 California experienced the second largest increase of unaccompanied homeless youth with 179 more or a 
1.5% increase. 
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Total Homeless Veterans on a Single Night in January 2020: 

 California had the largest number of veterans experiencing homelessness at 11,401 people. Homeless 
veterans in California represented 31% of the national homeless veteran population. California also had the 
highest rate of unsheltered veterans at 70.1% (7,996 were unsheltered). 

 California experienced an increase in veteran homelessness from 2019-2020, which was 421 people (3.8%).  
From 2009-2020, California has seen a 36.6% decrease (or 6,572 people). 
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Total Chronically Homeless on a Single Night in January 2020: 

 Four of every 10 individuals with chronic patterns of homelessness in the United States were in California, 
with 48,812 people.  California also had the highest rate of unsheltered chronically homeless, at 83.5% 
(40,776 were unsheltered). 

 California experienced the largest increase of chronically homeless from 2018-2019, which was 9,537 people 
(a 24.3% increase). It also experienced the largest increase from 2007-2020, with 8,471 people (or a 21% 
increase).  

 

 


